
November 8, 2023

The Honorable Mike Johnson The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries
Speaker Minority Leader
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Kay Granger The Honorable Rosa DeLauro
Chairwoman Ranking Member
Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Johnson, Leader Jeffries, Chairwoman Granger, and Ranking Member DeLauro:

We write today to urge you to include robust funding for child care in any supplemental funding 
package considered by the Appropriations Committee. Child care is unaffordable and hard to 
find for working families, and child care providers across the country are struggling to stay 
afloat. We are extremely concerned that this crisis will continue to worsen following the 
expiration of the Child Care Stabilization Grants provided under the American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA). This vital funding sustained an estimated 220,000 child care providers, saved an 
estimated 9.6 million child care slots, and maintained more than 1 million child care jobs.1 
President Biden acknowledged this urgent issue by requesting significant funding for child care 
in his domestic supplemental appropriations request to Congress.2 

During the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, Congress took important steps to protect the child
care industry from collapse by delivering historic funding in the economic relief packages 
passed. The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act provided the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG) with $3.5 billion, the Coronavirus Response and 
Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act provided $10 billion in dedicated relief, and ARPA 
provided $15 billion for CCDBG and $24 billion for the stabilization grants. On September 30, 
2023, the majority of this vital funding expired. 

Prior to the pandemic, the child care system was already in a crisis. In 2018, over 50 percent of 
counties in the United States were considered a child care desert – an area in which the demand 
for child care is far more than the supply.3 The broken child care market has resulted in an 
impossible tension between families, workers, and providers: child care providers cannot afford 
to run their businesses or pay adequate wages to their staff using revenue from parents alone, 
while child care costs are unaffordable and unsustainable for working families. For years, the 

1 https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/infographic/covid-investments-child-care-supporting-children-families-and-providers 
2 https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/10/25/fact-sheet-white-house-calls-on-
congress-to-support-critical-domestic-needs/ 
3 https://www.americanprogress.org/article/americas-child-care-deserts-2018/?
msclkid=8fd5208bb9a111ec904894424a46ee05 
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situation has been far worse for families with low incomes, families of color, families seeking 
infant and toddler care, care for children with disabilities, and care during non-traditional hours. 

The child care workforce has been one of the slowest sectors to recover from the pandemic, and 
wages for this critical workforce remain unacceptably low, further fueling the shortage of 
available child care options for families. As of September 2023, the child care industry was 
missing more than 38,400 workers compared to pre-pandemic levels.4 At the rate that child care 
jobs have been regained in 2023 so far, it could take almost 12 months—until September 2024—
for the child care sector to recover pandemic-related job losses.5 This threatens America’s 
economic stability and competitiveness. It is estimated that the lack of child care costs our 
economy $122 billion in lost earnings, productivity, and revenue annually.6 

Families and child care providers are feeling increasingly squeezed following the expiration of 
COVID-19 relief funding for child care, as child care providers scramble to fill the gap in 
resources previously filled by federal funds. Data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics show that 
child care prices increased 1.7% in September 2023, while the Consumer Price Index for all 
items rose by only 0.2% over the same period.7 Child care providers in communities across the 
country are at risk of closure. Already, local news outlets are sharing stories about communities 
losing child care providers as 43 in Kansas8 and seven programs serving 300 children in North 
Carolina9 have closed following the loss of pandemic-era funding and supports. 

Through continued bipartisan support, the FY 2023 appropriations process yielded a total of $8 
billion for CCDBG. This is a 30 percent increase from fiscal year 2022 funding. However, we 
understand that you are limited on discretionary spending with the passage of the Fiscal 
Responsibility Act in June. So, it is essential that as supplemental funding to meet emergency 
needs is considered, Congress take action to address the child care crisis. We have an urgent 
need to further stabilize an industry that has been long underfunded, and Congress must provide 
robust funding for this sector through a supplemental package. 

The child care stabilization relief funds provided a much-needed lifeline to the child care 
industry, but it is crucial that, at minimum, we sustain that level of investment to ensure the 
industry’s survival and prevent a new emergency. Our providers, workers, children, and families 
need your help. We urge you to utilize every possible tool to provide a robust investment to 
address the growing child care crisis. Thank you for your attention to this important matter.   

Sincerely,

4 https://cscce.berkeley.edu/publications/brief/child-care-sector-jobs-bls-analysis/ 
5 https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-child-care-sector-is-still-struggling-to-hire-workers/ 
6 https://strongnation.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/1598/05d917e2-9618-4648-a0ee-1b35d17e2a4d.pdf?
1674854626&inline;%20filename=%22$122%20Billion:%20The%20Growing,%20Annual%20Cost%20of%20the
%20Infant-Toddler%20Child%20Care%20Crisis.pdf%22 
7 https://tcf.org/content/commentary/as-federal-funds-expire-child-care-prices-are-soaring/ 
8https://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2023_24/committees/ctte_spc_2023_special_committee_on_child_care_ce_1/  
documents/testimony/20230926_08.pdf
9 https://www.ncdhhs.gov/news/press-releases/2023/10/20/statement-child-care-center-closures-western-north-
carolina 
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Suzanne Bonamici
Member of Congress

Sara Jacobs
Member of Congress

Mikie Sherrill
Member of Congress

Joaquin Castro
Member of Congress

Lisa Blunt Rochester
Member of Congress

Jasmine Crockett
Member of Congress

Jahana Hayes
Member of Congress

Nikema Williams
Member of Congress

Kevin Mullin
Member of Congress

Teresa Leger Fernández
Member of Congress
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Maxine Waters
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Ruben Gallego
Member of Congress

Gwen S. Moore
Member of Congress

Shri Thanedar
Member of Congress

Jan Schakowsky
Member of Congress

Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress

Ritchie Torres
Member of Congress

Lois Frankel
Member of Congress

Gerald E. Connolly
Member of Congress
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Nikki Budzinski
Member of Congress

Juan Vargas
Member of Congress

Delia C. Ramirez
Member of Congress

Yadira Caraveo, M.D.
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress

Daniel T. Kildee
Member of Congress

Jamaal Bowman, Ed.D.
Member of Congress

Cori Bush
Member of Congress

Gregorio Kilili Camacho 
Sablan
Member of Congress

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress
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David J. Trone
Member of Congress

Alma S. Adams, Ph.D.
Member of Congress

Gabe Vasquez
Member of Congress

Kathy Castor
Member of Congress

Haley M. Stevens
Member of Congress

Terri A. Sewell
Member of Congress

Ann McLane Kuster
Member of Congress

Adriano Espaillat
Member of Congress

Joyce Beatty
Member of Congress

Nydia M. Velázquez
Member of Congress
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Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

Betty McCollum
Member of Congress

Susan Wild
Member of Congress

Andrea Salinas
Member of Congress

Becca Balint
Member of Congress

Ayanna Pressley
Member of Congress

Jerrold Nadler
Member of Congress

Katie Porter
Member of Congress

Emilia Strong Sykes
Member of Congress

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress
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Abigail Davis Spanberger
Member of Congress

Marilyn Strickland
Member of Congress

Adam B. Schiff
Member of Congress

Jimmy Gomez
Member of Congress

Jonathan L. Jackson
Member of Congress

Ro Khanna
Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress

Jennifer Wexton
Member of Congress

Lucy McBath
Member of Congress

Suzan K. DelBene
Member of Congress
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Robin L. Kelly
Member of Congress

Sean Casten
Member of Congress

Veronica Escobar
Member of Congress

Raúl M. Grijalva
Member of Congress

Seth Moulton
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Val Hoyle
Member of Congress

Stacey E. Plaskett
Member of Congress

Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress

Greg Casar
Member of Congress
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Lori Trahan
Member of Congress

Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick
Member of Congress

Jesús G. "Chuy" García
Member of Congress

Grace F. Napolitano
Member of Congress

Donald M. Payne, Jr.
Member of Congress

Norma J. Torres
Member of Congress

Yvette D. Clarke
Member of Congress

MARK TAKANO
Member of Congress

William R. Keating
Member of Congress

Jennifer L. McClellan
Member of Congress
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Robert J. Menendez
Member of Congress

Josh Gottheimer
Member of Congress

Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress

Emanuel Cleaver, II
Member of Congress

Chris Pappas
Member of Congress

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

Melanie Stansbury
Member of Congress

John P. Sarbanes
Member of Congress

Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress
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Gregory W. Meeks
Member of Congress

Seth Magaziner
Member of Congress

Eric Sorensen
Member of Congress

Angie Craig
Member of Congress

Kathy E. Manning
Member of Congress

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.
Member of Congress

Robert Garcia
Member of Congress

Joe Neguse
Member of Congress

Dan Goldman 
Member of Congress

Colin Z. Allred
Member of Congress
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Valerie P. Foushee
Member of Congress

Scott H. Peters
Member of Congress

Earl Blumenauer
Member of Congress

Elissa Slotkin
Member of Congress

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

Dina Titus
Member of Congress

Tony Cárdenas
Member of Congress

Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Jill Tokuda
Member of Congress

Page 13



Patrick Ryan
Member of Congress

Deborah K. Ross
Member of Congress

Marc A. Veasey
Member of Congress

Judy Chu
Member of Congress

Maxwell Alejandro Frost
Member of Congress

Brittany Pettersen
Member of Congress

Donald S. Beyer Jr.
Member of Congress

Stephen F. Lynch
Member of Congress

Lloyd Doggett
Member of Congress

Mark Pocan
Member of Congress
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Barbara Lee
Member of Congress

Debbie Wasserman Schultz
Member of Congress

Linda T. Sánchez
Member of Congress

Chrissy Houlahan
Member of Congress

Troy Carter
Member of Congress

Mary Gay Scanlon
Member of Congress

Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress

Morgan McGarvey
Member of Congress

Brendan F. Boyle
Member of Congress

Sydney Kamlager-Dove
Member of Congress
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Summer Lee
Member of Congress

Doris Matsui
Member of Congress

Bill Foster
Member of Congress

Donald G. Davis
Member of Congress

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
Member of Congress

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

André Carson
Member of Congress

Paul D. Tonko
Member of Congress

Sheila Jackson Lee
Member of Congress

Jimmy Panetta
Member of Congress
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Rick Larsen
Member of Congress

Frank Pallone, Jr.
Member of Congress

Hillary J. Scholten
Member of Congress

Andy Kim
Member of Congress

Madeleine Dean
Member of Congress

John Garamendi
Member of Congress

Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

Donald Norcross
Member of Congress

Grace Meng
Member of Congress

Jim Himes
Member of Congress
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Greg Landsman
Member of Congress

J. Luis Correa
Member of Congress

Ilhan Omar
Member of Congress

Page 18


