
November 21, 2025

The Honorable Marco Rubio 
Secretary of State 
U.S. Department of State 
Washington, DC 20520

Dear Secretary Rubio:

Gaza’s medical infrastructure remains devastated after two years of conflict, leaving tens 
of thousands of critically ill and injured people without access to lifesaving treatment. As Israel’s
closest ally, the United States is uniquely positioned to help reestablish access to vital medical 
services. Addressing the dire medical situation gripping Gaza is not only the right thing to do but
essential in any effort to stabilize the region and ensure a path towards peace. We urge the State 
Department to work with Israeli authorities and international partners to rebuild accessible 
hospitals and medical infrastructure in Gaza, reopen safe and reliable medical corridors—
particularly those connecting to the East Jerusalem Hospital Network (EJHN)—and press for the 
release of Palestinian medical workers detained without charge, whose absence has further 
crippled Gaza’s ability to provide care.

Gaza’s health system is in dire straits, leaving civilians without access to the most basic 
medical care. It is crucial that accessible hospitals and medical infrastructure be rebuilt, and that 
medical aid and healthcare professionals be allowed to enter Gaza without delay. According to 
the World Health Organization (WHO), 94 percent of Gaza’s hospitals have been damaged or 
destroyed, and those that remain are overwhelmed.1 With more than half of all essential drugs 
and two-thirds of medical disposables completely depleted, Gaza’s few functioning hospitals are 
unable to perform basic surgeries, treat chronic diseases, or care for malnourished children.2 The 
WHO estimates that more than 15,600 patients, including 3,800 children, require urgent medical 
evacuation to receive life-saving care;3 and at least 700 people have already died while awaiting 
transfer.4 The need for medical evacuations is only rising, far outpacing any relief effort.5 At the 
same time, more than half a million people in Gaza are enduring famine, while over 1.5 million 
face severe food insecurity,6 placing additional pressure on the Gazan medical sector.
1 World Health Organization, Public Health Situation Analysis (Sept. 10, 2025), 
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/documents/emergencies/who-phsa-opt-100925.pdf?
sfvrsn=367c45e4_1&download=true.
2 Id.
3 WHO leads medical evacuation of 41 critical patients out of Gaza, Reuters (Oct. 22, 2025), 
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/who-leads-medical-evacuation-41-critical-patients-out-gaza-chief-says-
2025-10-22/.
4 Sean Seddon, Wahiba Ahmed, and Anna Foster, Fatal combination of disease, injuries, and famine in Gaza is 
generational crisis, WHO tells BBC, BBC (Oct. 21, 2025), https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cnvezzdnmrno.
5 World Health Organization, Public Health Situation Analysis (Sept. 10, 2025), 
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/documents/emergencies/who-phsa-opt-100925.pdf?
sfvrsn=367c45e4_1&download=true.
6 World Health Organization, Famine confirmed for first time in Gaza (Aug. 22, 2025), 
https://www.who.int/news/item/22-08-2025-famine-confirmed-for-first-time-in-gaza.



The conditions on the ground paint a clear picture: Gaza’s health care system lies in 
ruins. There is a humanitarian emergency. The United States must act decisively to help restore 
access to medical care and prevent further loss of life.

Rebuilding accessible hospitals and medical infrastructure in Gaza, in addition to 
reestablishing the medical corridor to the East Jerusalem Hospital Network, is essential to saving
lives and restoring regional stability. The EJHN is a group of six hospitals that has the doctors, 
facilities, and capacity to provide advanced care to those in need of immediate medical 
attention.7 It is uniquely equipped to treat Gaza’s most critical cases. Before October 2023, 
Palestinians from Gaza regularly received care in these hospitals through an established referral 
system. Restoring this access would be the most efficient way to relieve Gaza’s failing health 
system, reduce civilian suffering, and reinforce long-standing U.S. humanitarian commitments.

The EJHN has long received bipartisan-supported U.S. investment through congressional 
foreign aid appropriations. Between 2014 and 2024, the United States provided $202 million to 
the EJHN, all of which was delivered in compliance with oversight, vetting, and anti-terrorism 
requirements.8 A renewed humanitarian medical corridor, facilitated through the WHO’s 
established patient referral mechanisms and coordinated with Israel and regional partners, would 
save lives and demonstrate America’s commitment to humanitarian assistance.

We are also deeply alarmed by the continued detention of Palestinian medical workers by
Israeli forces, which has further weakened Gaza’s ability to deliver life-saving care. According 
to reports, at least 115 doctors, nurses, and paramedics remain in Israeli custody, along with the 
remains of four other health professionals who died while being held.9 These individuals are 
being incarcerated under “administrative detention,” a practice that allows them to be imprisoned
indefinitely without charge, trial, or access to evidence, in violation of basic due process and 
international humanitarian norms.10 

Detaining medical personnel not only contravenes the principle of medical neutrality, 
which protects healthcare workers in conflict zones, but also deprives Gaza’s civilians of 
desperately needed medical care. We urge you to press the Israeli government to immediately 
release all medical professionals being held under administrative detention and reaffirm that the 
protection of doctors and nurses is a fundamental obligation under international law.11

7 The Biden White House, Fact Sheet: The United States-Palestinian Relationship (July 14, 2022), 
https://bidenwhitehouse.archives.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/07/14/fact-sheet-the-united-states-
palestinian-relationship/.
8 U.S. Agency for International Development, USAID Provides an additional $45 million for East Jerusalem 
Hospital Network (Oct. 28, 2024), https://web.archive.org/web/20241201204832/https://www.usaid.gov/west-bank-
and-gaza/press-releases/oct-28-2024-usaid-provides-additional-455-million-east-jerusalem-hospital-network; U.S. 
Government Accountability Office, West Bank and Gaza Aid: USAID  Generally Ensured Compliance with Anti-
terrorism Policies and Addressed Instances of Noncompliance (Dec. 7, 2023), https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-
24-106243.
9 Chantal Da Silva, Hopes dashed for release of prominent Gaza doctor detained by Israel, NBC News (Oct. 16, 
2025), https://www.nbcnews.com/world/middle-east/hopes-release-prominent-gaza-doctor-detained-israel-dashed-
rcna237259.
10 Id. 
11 Protection of Medical Services Under International Humanitarian Law: A Primer, Doctors without Borders (Oct. 
21, 2015), https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/latest/protection-medical-services-under-international-
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Alleviating Gaza’s health crisis is not only a moral imperative; it is essential to the 
success of the administration’s 20-Point Peace Plan.12 Restoring access to care through a medical
evacuation corridor and facilitating the release of detained Palestinian medical personnel will 
save lives, help contain the spread of disease, and strengthen the foundation for a durable 
ceasefire. These steps are critical to achieving the plan’s vision for long-term stability and 
coexistence.

Ensuring that children and families devastated by this war have access to medical 
treatment is indispensable to rebuilding trust and hope. The next generation cannot build peace 
without healing from the physical and emotional scars of this conflict. By pressing for the release
of Gaza’s detained medical workers, rebuilding accessible hospitals and medical infrastructure, 
and reopening pathways to the East Jerusalem Hospital Network, the United States can help 
alleviate immense suffering, advance regional stability, and reaffirm our nation’s role as a 
credible partner for peace.

Given our concerns about Gaza’s medical infrastructure and detained Palestinian medical
workers, please respond to the following questions in writing by December 1, 2025: 

1. What steps is the State Department taking to facilitate medical evacuations for 
critically ill and injured Palestinians?

2. What actions has the State Department taken to secure unimpeded humanitarian 
access to Gaza to deliver desperately needed medical supplies, food, and water?

3. What actions will the State Department pursue to secure the release of detained 
health workers held without charge?

4. How will the State Department facilitate the reopening of the medical corridor 
between Gaza and the East Jerusalem Hospital Network and other facilities with 
the assurance that patients be allowed to return to Gaza when able?

5. How will the State Department assist in rebuilding accessible hospitals and 
medical infrastructure in Gaza? 

We appreciate your attention to this urgent issue and stand ready to support efforts that 
reflect our country’s commitment to humanitarian values.

Sincerely,

humanitarian-law-primer.
12 The Trump White House, President Donald J. Trump’s Comprehensive Plan to End the Gaza Conflict (Sept. 29, 
2025), https://x.com/RapidResponse47/status/1972726021196562494.
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Edward J. Markey
United States Senator

Maxine Dexter
Member of Congress

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

Peter Welch
United States Senator

Chris Van Hollen
United States Senator

Elizabeth Warren
United States Senator

Jack Reed
United States Senator

Derek T. Tran
Member of Congress

Robert Garcia
Member of Congress

Mark Pocan
Member of Congress

Cleo Fields
Member of Congress

Jerrold Nadler
Member of Congress

Veronica Escobar
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress
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Suzanne Bonamici
Member of Congress

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Sara Jacobs
Member of Congress

Tammy Duckworth
United States Senator

Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress

Ro Khanna
Member of Congress

Becca Balint
Member of Congress

Lateefah Simon
Member of Congress

Dave Min
Member of Congress

Greg Casar
Member of Congress

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.
Member of Congress

Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress

Stephen F. Lynch
Member of Congress

Jonathan L. Jackson
Member of Congress
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MARK TAKANO
Member of Congress

Jared Huffman
Member of Congress

Yvette D. Clarke
Member of Congress

Paul D. Tonko
Member of Congress

Ayanna Pressley
Member of Congress

Bonnie Watson Coleman
Member of Congress

Mike Quigley
Member of Congress

Val Hoyle
Member of Congress

Richard J. Durbin
United States Senator

Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress

Maxwell Alejandro Frost
Member of Congress

André Carson
Member of Congress

LaMonica McIver
Member of Congress

Lloyd Doggett
Member of Congress
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Troy A. Carter, Sr.
Member of Congress

Al Green
Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

Ben Ray Luján
United States Senator

Seth Magaziner
Member of Congress

Emily Randall
Member of Congress

Melanie Stansbury
Member of Congress

Maxine Waters
Member of Congress

Yassamin Ansari
Member of Congress

Patty Murray
United States Senator

Gwen S. Moore
Member of Congress

Sean Casten
Member of Congress
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Ron Wyden
United States Senator

Jennifer L. McClellan
Member of Congress

Tina Smith
United States Senator

Emanuel Cleaver, II
Member of Congress

Diana DeGette
Member of Congress

Robin L. Kelly
Member of Congress

Maggie Goodlander
Member of Congress

Jan Schakowsky
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Adam Smith
Member of Congress

Angela D. Alsobrooks
United States Senator

Nydia M. Velázquez
Member of Congress

Jesús G. "Chuy" García
Member of Congress

Donald S. Beyer Jr.
Member of Congress
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Raphael Warnock
United States Senator

Nancy Pelosi
Member of Congress

Chris Deluzio
Member of Congress

Valerie P. Foushee
Member of Congress

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

John Garamendi
Member of Congress

Jeffrey A. Merkley
United States Senator

Seth Moulton
Member of Congress

Julie Johnson
Member of Congress

Rosa L. DeLauro
Member of Congress

Lori Trahan
Member of Congress

Gabe Amo
Member of Congress

Betty McCollum
Member of Congress

Tim Kaine
United States Senator
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Suzan K. DelBene
Member of Congress

Madeleine Dean
Member of Congress

Bennie G. Thompson
Member of Congress

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress

Tammy Baldwin
United States Senator

Zoe Lofgren
Member of Congress

Kweisi Mfume
Member of Congress

Judy Chu
Member of Congress

Terri A. Sewell
Member of Congress

Joaquin Castro
Member of Congress

Sheldon Whitehouse
United States Senator

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress

Robert J. Menendez
Member of Congress
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Cory A. Booker
United States Senator

Teresa Leger Fernández
Member of Congress
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